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Past glories thrive in
tb~<;City. ofTemples
In the Indian city of Bhubaneswar, modern touches
jostlewith its rich legacies, writes Sandip Hor.

Enduring: The Mukteshwara Temple is more than 1000 yearsold

BHUBANESWAR in eastern
India is a city full of ancient
temples, the architectural mar­
vels" of which provide a feast for
anyone who has a passion for art
and history.

Dating back .mere thal?- ·2000
years, .the land then called
Ekamra Kshetra had more than
7000 temples honourtng the reli­
gious faith or the rulers of, the
day, the Kalingaemperors.

Over time the number' has re­
duced significantly but there are
still more than enough to justify
the title of the City of Temples.

The city has two quarters: the
old, where all the imposing tem­
ples stand in a divine atmosphere
of sanctity, and the newer addi­
tions, blueprinted by Gennan
architect otto Koenigsberger
when tt.beceme the capital of the
state of Orissa, on the Bay of
Bengal, during India's post­
colonial independence period.

"The grandest and the largest
of all is the thousand-year-old
Lingaraja Temple; we shoot out
there first," says Sukanta, our
auto-rickshaw driver for the day.

He tells' us most of the city's
holy spots are dedicated to Lord
Shiva, -_ the ash-smeared god of
the Hindu pantheon, thus mak­
ing Bhubaneswaran important
pilgrimage destination.

As he rolls his three-wheeler
through the tree-lined boulevards
of the new city into the congested
old, we are awestruck by a little
world where modern aspirations
meld neatly with an enduring past.

Trendy shopping malls, a mag­
net for India's fast-growing mid­
dle _class, _share a backdrop of
soaring sandstone spires of an­
cient temples. Saffron-clad tem­
ple priests with their mobile
phones speed off on Honda two­
wheelers as a flashy Mercedes
passes a sculptured bull which,
being Lord Shiva's _ traditional
carrier, is accorded saintly status.

The sight of a colossal tower in
the distance, in the golden morn­
ing sun, signals we are nearing the
Lingaraja Temple, on the banks of
Bindu Sagar Lake. A dip here is
believed to purify the soul, so
thousands of devotees visit this
Hth-century shrine every day.

A sense of holiness -surrounds
you the moment you step inside.
As waves of pilgrims enter or leave
the temple we hear bells ringing,
drums beating and holy people
chanting mantras. The fragrance
of burning incense sticks blends
with the aroma from food stalls
offering sweets and snacks as we
weave through crowds bigger
than we've ever seen before.

A typical Orissa temple usually
consists of a deul (the spire that is
seen from a distance), garbhagri­
ha (sanctum where the deity re­
sides) and jagniohana (a front
porch where devotees gather).

Some bigger temples have a
natmandir (dancing hall) and
bhog mandir (offertng hall).

"This is the only temple in
Bhubaneswar- that has all of
them," Sulrnnta explains, as we
marvel at its artistic splendours.

The exterior face of the build­
ing, including the 60m tower, is
carved with beautiful figurines of
Hindu gods and goddesses.

They make me think that
beauty in itself means nothing
until it opens the mind of recep­
tive worshippers to an intimate
communion with the divine. The
whole temple is full of vivid carv­
ings of alashakanyas: maidens in
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• 10nights (BONUS 5 FREE)
• Based on Kelly Quarters

• DilIly breakfast & 3 dinners

• A unique resortin a
secluded location

GREAT VALUE;.... 10 NIGHTS

or visit www..asiaholidays.com..au
asia@specialistholidays.com.au

•. Bnights (BONUS 3 FREE)

·;BaSed on Superior Room
• Dally breakfast & t dinner

..' UPGRADE to a DeJuxe
Seaview room for an extra
$40 per person - GreatValue I
Valid 01 Aprto 31 Oct 011

8 nights (BONUS4FREE)B~ed on Superior Room PLUS
dailybreakfust.UPGRADE to a Deluxe Seaview Room for
an extra $25 per person for your 8 night stay.
Wond,erfuloceanVhl"Ys,andonl),':,il short stroll to the beach.
shops and restaurants in th'earea. ValId 24Apr to 30Jun 09

CALL ASIA SPECIALIST HOLIDAYS 13 19 69
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Important nlermatlnn: New bookin!j5 only. Above packages ambased onspecial airfare!lliying Thai Airways International for travel 24Apr - 25Jun09,24Jut- 17SepOG. Sea~ollalsurchm!je5 apply for utter travel dates. Bonus huenights vnlid 16Apr 1031Oct OG unless other....iscstated. Prices include airtares exSYO.
all taxes. Iran~Il!f~ andtwin sham accommodation. Prices mesubject to change, some conditions andavnilability. Please contact us for anexact quote lotthenatesyou wishto ttaval alld anvcondition5 thatapply. llc.ZTA 5G10. 63fi3

+ 16 October 19, 2008 escape THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH www.sundaylelegraph.com.au


